
G U AM P OW E R  AUTH O R I TY 
Standard Operating Procedure 

Title: GUIDELINES FOR UNDERGROUND 
ELECTRIC WORK CLEARANCES FOR 
EXCAVATION, CLEARING, GRADING, and 
RELATED ACTIVITIES 

1 . PURPOSE

Supersedes No. 

No.: SP-020 
Prepared By: 

MELINDAR A 
MANAGER OF ENGINEERING 
Approved By:\ 

,. 

JOAQUIN C. FLl6RES, P.E. 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Page 1 of 3 

This Standard Operating Procedure provides guidelines, mandated by 21 GCA Div.2,
Chapter 71 (Underground Utility Damage Prevention, Public Law 25-34), for
underground Electric Power Work Clearance for excavaion purposes.

2. DEFINITIONS

Underground electric power work clearance can be defined as a request from a customer
or contractor to locate underground power lines for clearance to excavate, grade, clear,
backfi11, and trench in public and private property.

2-1 Excavate or excavation, as defined by P. L. 25-34 §71101 (3), is "an operation for
the purpose of the movement or removal of earth, rock, or other materials in or on 
the ground by use of mechanized equipment or by discharge of explosives, 
including augering, backfiIIing, digging, ditching, driIIing, grading, plowing- in, 
ripping, scraping, trenching, and tunneling, but not including the tiIIing of soil for 
agricultural purposes." 

2-2 Mechanized equipment, as defined by P.L. 25-34 §71101 (4), is "equipment
operated by means of mechanical power, including trenchers, buIIdozers, power 
shovels, augers, back hoes, scrapers, drills, cable and pipe plows and other 
equipment used for plowing in-cable or pipe." 

2-3 Location of underground Utilities, as defined by P. L. 25-34 §71105 (b), is "a
strip of land at least three (3) feet wide but not wider than the width of the utility 
plus 1 .5 feet on either side of the utility." 

3. PROCEDURES

3-1 Any customer or contractor requesting for an underground electrical work
clearance, as defined in 2-1 , shaII obtain a Clearing and Grading Permit from the 
Department of Public Works, Pem1itting Division. 

3-2 The applicant must present the plans, specifications, and pem1itting documents to
the Engineering Division, located at the Harmon Office (second floor), Route 16. 
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